
Ontario Power GeneraHon Inc. {OPG} is p.roposlngi 
to develop approximate,ly 100 megawatts of 
renewabre hydroelectric power U:ir,oL�gh the 
oonstructfon of two generating stations on the lUtle 
Jackt:lsfl River (see map below). This Is part of 
Ontario's pfans to generate more clean renewabje 
hydro powe within the Prnvfnce. The· generating 
stations woulci produce enough power to supply 
eJ.eotricHy to about 1001000 households. 
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Project History and Description 

The Uttle Jackfish River fto\!\IS south fr"Om the Ogold 
Reservoir into Lake Nfplgon, about 250 kllomeu·es 
northeast of Thunder Bay, The• Utile Jackfish R ver 
wa,s originaHy a. small creek wUh an av,eraga ffow of 
about 4 cubic metres per seoond (ems), In 1943 the 
Ogold Diversion was created to d fvert flow from the• 
Ogo!,l River (floWing t-owards tile Arctic Watershed) 
• nto tha Great laJ<es System via the Little Jack.fish 
River. Flows in the Uttle Jaokfish RiVer Increased 
srgnfflcantly, ,averaging about 120 01ns for the past 
65 years. This has created an opportunity for 
' roeleotric development 

The proposed Lfl:Ne Jackfish River Hydroelectrlo 
Project (Project} wUI oonsJst of two genemtlng 
staUons. The smaller Upper Site will be !OOEtted at 
the outlet of Mou.le Lake. Toe larger, Lo� rer Site 
would be located approxlmately 16 kilometre.s 
downstfeam i11 the vicinity of ari ax�sting forest 
access road. Eac1· generating station will include a 
dam with a wa.tet intake and by-pass sin1ctures, 
powerhouse and tallrace channel. This conceptual 
scheme was developed in order to minimize the 
requirement for Inundation or flooding. 

Associated feicllmes wlll include access roads, 
borrow a:reE1s for construction materials and' a large 
temporary construction camp. ra11smlssi0n 
facilitles conne-OHn,g the ,generating stations to ea.ch 
other and tnen to the proposed Hydro One 
transmission line· will also be required. A:JI of these 
,components wm be included in OPG1s 
environmental assessment (EA). A separate EA 
process will be undertaken by Hydro One for the 
Northwest Transmission Expansion Project. 
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onstrucllon on the Little Jacklish River In 1943. 
OPG Is undertaking a number of studies to assess 
engineering, dam safety and environmental issues 
associated with the Project. The Project will have a 
number of benefits for the people of Ontario 
including: 

o Addition of more clean and renewable 
energy in Ontario; 

a Local and regional socio-economic benefits 
associated with the construction and 
operation of the Project; 



o Establishment of a physical barrier to prevent 
Invasive species such as smelt from getting 
Into the Arctic Watershed; and 

a Creating a more stable flow regime in the 
river. 

��t�io_Promotes New Renewable Energy 

The Ontario government recognizes the importance 
of hydropower In provldh g olean, r:ellable and 
renew.ebls electricity f'Or future generations In 
Ontario. OPG has been given a mandate to move 
E1·head to expJore new hydr-oetectrlc opportunities, 
such as this ProJect. As the Little Ja,c.kffsh River is 
loc-ated eway from the sxlst/11,g transml.ssion 
netwe>ri<, the Ontario Power Authorlfy has aroo aslced 
Hydro One·1 a separate company, t,o proceed with 
planning and Jmplementlng the Northwest 
Transmission Expa.n,slon ProJeot. If appro,ved I tMs 
new Une would jmprove rellabilfty, increass capacity 
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facillta.te hydroefeotdc Md wind generation, provjde 
'l.pportunlfles in the future for First Na:Uo,ns and other 

Jmmunities to con�eat to the gr d and crea.te jobs 
and a new era of soonomic: development across the 
region. 

You are invited to attend one of our Open 
Houses in Armstrong or the Town of N§pJgon. 
Details about the Open Houses and the Project 
nn general are Included later in this newsletter. 

BuUdlng Strong Reiations with Ffrst Nation, 
Matis and other Aboriginal Communities 
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OPG reoognmes and respects the rotes that First 
Natlons1 Metls and other Aborig.lnal oommunllrres 
play in hydroelectric clsvelopment projects. As pa.rt 
of it Aborlginal focus" OPG has signed several past 
grleivance settlements wl1h the First Nations around 
Laf<e Nlpigon and wm be supporting meanlngfu[ 
participation of potentially affected communities ln 
'the planning process. 

on November 3j 2008 OPG and the Chiefs of the 
six Lal<e Nlplgon First Nations (Animbiigoo 
Zaagf':igan AnJ.shfna.abek, Blngwi Neyaashi 
Anishinaa.bek, BUnJiUwaabik Zaaging Anlshinaabelc1 
, �hke, Zaa9lng Anlshinaabek

i 
Red Rock Indian 

b-, jd ainci Whltesand First Nati.on) sig.ned a Protocol 
Agreement related to tbe proposed Project. This 

Agreement commits OPG and the Lake Nipigon 
First Nations to work cooperatively over the next few 
years to define and assess the environmental, 
cultural and socio-economic impacts of the Project 
prior to either party making any decisions about 
formally proceeding to construction. 

OPG's relationships with Ontario's Aboriginal 
communities also include corporate citizenship 
support for educational programs, scholarships, 
cultural initiatives/events, and in specific oases, 
partnership opportunities. 

™'bavldstanley of OPG and Sam Sobush of Red Rock lndlan Band 
conducting fisheries fleld work on Zigzag Lake, August, 2009. 

Environmental Assessment and Water 
Managem�nt Planning Pro��-�ses 

Under tile provincial Environmental Assessment Ao� 
(EA Act) the Piroj,act ts subject to review under the 
Olass EA for Waterpower Projects as a 11ew project 
on a managed waterway. The crass EA planntng 
process requlr;es OPG to evaluate, the positwe and 
lilegative envir-omnental effects of 'the Project and 
prepare an Envkonmental Report that Includes 
Impact and rssue management strategies. 

The Project also requires changes to the Nlpigon 
River System Water Management Plan (WMP) 
which will be pursued in accordance with Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources' (MNR's) planning 
requirements. 

OPG further expects that the Project will be 
screened under the Canadian EA Act. Over the 
next two years, OPG will use the Class EA process 
as a basis for coordinating all future consultation 
required for the planning stage of the Project. 
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While the EA for the propo·sed Project forma,!f,y 
commenced in the spring of 2009· ,, some preliminary 
ffeld work, was completed in �mos, Thro,ughout 2009 
OPG J1as carried out comprehensive fie1d studies. 
Extensive work has been undertaken on fisheries 
a,nd the .aquatic ecosystem. This has Included: a 
{.a.rye telemetry program to better understand current 
fish movement� fish habitat assessments; and 
sampling programs, for ffsh, water, sediment and 
soil. 

Ter-restrral .environment studies have included: 
studying habitat; lnventof)llng species at dsk; and 
the 1prese.noe of various animal bird, plant and tree 
s,pecfes; Archaeological worik. was conducted !n 
coiriJunotlon with the Lake Niplgon FlfSt Nations on 
areas potentially imp.a.oted, Human soclo.-economfc 
use has also been studied through fieldwork and 
documentation. A Jarge geo-te-ohn!cal Investigation 
has -al'.so been initiated to better undBrstand the soils 
and geology In the area of the proposed generating 
statfons. over thie winter of 2009 the da.ta encl 
1 informatlon wm be further analyzed wm1 soms fielq 
work continuing In 2:01 O. A second round of Open 
Houses 1is expected to occur in mld-;201 0  to obta In 
mare f-eedbaok on potenijal environmental affects 
and proposed mitigatJon measures with an objeoflve 
of preparing the E11vl11onmenni.l Report In the latter 
part of 201 0. 
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several underwater acous!lc receivers that will record fish movement 111 

the river. 

OF>G is proposing that the most efficient method of 
incorporating the Project Jnto the WMP is to seek sn 
earty renewal of the WMP, wall before rts e!Xpiry data 
of 201 6. The pl'annfng process would be broadened 
so fl'lat the requirements for Incorporating the 
Project into the WMP would be fufflUed through the 
EA proc-eflS1 and a sJngle body of documentation 
wouild be prsp�red fo.r revlew and comment. OPG 
further 1proposes th at the !:'.nvlromnenlal Report be 
sufficientty detailed so that should the Project 
procsed1 and upcm completion of const�ctron, the 
EA process and clocL1menta1ion wfll be- sufflc!ent to 
support an amendment for the Project as part of a 
rene1111ed WMP. 

The key steps towards renewing the WMP are as 
follows: 

" planning organization and commencement; 
o developing a planning approach; 
c management options development; 

preparation of a draft WMP; and 
"' government review and epprm,a] of WMP. 

OPG, with MNR assistance, has 111mated the first 
step in the early renewal process and is currently 
developing a draft Terms of Reference. The Terms 
of Reference, once f inalized, will guide the renewal 



process by setting out such items as guiding 
principles, methods of participation, roles and 
responsibilities a nd a schedule of activities. 
Consultation for the WMP and EA processes will be 
coordinated as much as possible. 

collaboratfll!I durli,a lteld in.Vtlstfgalt"ons or, the Pille�, Aog1,.1sl, 2009. 

, , 1e final operating regime for the Plioject wHI be 
assessed during the EA and water management 
planning pmoesses. As a starting point, OPG 
proposes to operate the two generating stations Jn 
t.mlson as a carefully managed run-of-river 
operation. This type of operation minimizes tha 
amount of flood.Ing required, yet a1llows for some 
storage of water end time shifting offfows from a low 
demand period to a high demand pedod to better 
match the electrical load demand In Northwestern 
O ntario. 

OPG fs--�le·eking Public Input as Part of the 
_____________ Planning Process 

OPG is committed to engaging all Interested people 
in the planning process. Your Input and comments 
will be considered, documented and included in the 
preparation of the Environmental Report. 
To encourage public participation, OPG will be 
holding public Open Houses. Stakeholders will have 
the opportunity to speak directly with representatives 
of OPG and its environmental consulting team .  

OPG will be  carrying out two rounds of public Open 
1-1 ·ses. The first round of public Open Houses is 
p. .ned for Armstrong and the Nipigon. 

The Open House in the Town of Nlpigon will be 
held on November 24, 2009 at the Royal 
Canadian Legion, from 3:00pm - 8:00pm. 

The Open House in Armstrong wll l be held on 
November 25, 2009 at the Lions Hall, from 
3:00pm - 8:00pm. 
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For More Information 

For more information or to be put on our malling list, 
please contact Heather Brown, Sen�or 
Environmental Advisor, OPG, 700 University 
Avenue, H18 ,  Toronto, Ontario, M5G 1X6, phone: 
416-592-6818, e-mail: healher.brnwn@Qp� or 
Phil Shaintz, Manager � Aborfglnal, Lana, Resource 
and Northern Projects, SENES Consultants Limited, 
121  Granton Drive, Richmond Hill, Ontario, 
L48 3N4, phone: 905-764-9380, 
e-mail: i:rnhani:z@sene5.ca. Please visit us at: 
INWW. l lttJe1addls h .com 

If you wish to find out more information about Hydro 
One's proposed transmission line from the Nipigon 
area to Piclde Lake, please contact: Enzai Cancma, 
Manager, Public Affairs, Corporate 
Communications, Hydro One Networks Inc. , 
&mall: C�mmunlty.Rela 10 1s@H u oOnP..CQ.!ll 
Project . o ne: 1.:S17..:34 -6 89 or . · - 45�6799. 
Web site: www. Hy{frq_ " ,n_g.go, /Northwest 
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Under the Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Pdvacy Act (1 987) and the EA Act, unless othetwise 
stated in the submission, any personal information 
such as name, address, telephone number, and 
property location included in a submission will become 
part of the public record files for this proposed Project 
and will be released if requested, to any person. 
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